Leontius was a philosopher and teacher of rhetoric in 
Athens. His daughter AthenaYs (baptized: Aelia Eudocia) 
married the Eastern Roman emperor Theodosius II in 421. 

Little is known about the life of Leontius. He came from 
Athens and, as the historian Johannes Malalas reports, was 
rich. In his hometown he worked as a sophist and from 
415/416 he held a chair for rhetoric, which the historian 
Olympiodoros of Thebes allegedly had given him against his 
will. 

Leontius professed the pagan religion; he named his 
daughter AthenaYs, who was born around 400, after the 
patron goddess of Athens, Pallas Athena. Only after his 
death did AthenaYs convert to Christianity, which was a 
prerequisite for her marriage to the emperor. In addition to 
AthenaYs and probably favored by her ascent, two sons of 
Leontius were particularly influential: Gessius, Praefectus 
praetorio von lllyricum, and Valerius, Konsul 432 and 
Magister officiorum 435. 

Leontius daughter AthenaYs (baptized: Aelia Eudocia) was 
born circa 400 in Athens into a family of Greek descent. Her 
father, a Greek philosopher taught rhetoric at the Academy 
of Athens, where people from all over the Mediterranean 
came to either teach or learn. Eudocia's given name was 
Athenais, chosen by her parents in honour of the city's 
protector, the pagan goddess Pallas Athena. Her father was 
rich and had a magnificent house on the Acropolis with a 
large courtyard in which young Athenais frequently played 


as a child. 


When Athenais was 12 years old, her mother died and she 
became her father's comfort, taking on the responsibilities 
of household chores, raising her siblings and tending to her 
father. She had two brothers, Gessius and Valerius, who 
would later receive honours at court from their sister and 
brother-in-law. In return for her household activities, her 
father spent time giving her a thorough training in rhetoric, 
literature and philosophy. He taught her the Socratic virtue 
of knowledge of moderation, and predicted that she would 
have a great destiny. She had a gift for memorisation, and 
easily learned the poetry of Homer and Pindar, which her 
father would recite to her. Both as a teacher and a role 
model, he had a great impact on her, prepared her for her 
destiny and influenced the literary work she created after 
she became Empress. 

When he died in 420, she was devastated. In his will, he left 
all his property to her brothers, with only 100 coins reserved 
for her, saying that "sufficient for her is her destiny, which 
will be the greatest of any woman." Athenais had been her 
father's confidante and had expected more than this 
meager 100-coin inheritance. She begged her brothers to be 
fair and give heran equal share of their father's property, 
but they refused. 

Shortly after her father's death, at the age of 20, Athenais 
went to live with her aunt, who advised her to go to 
Constantinople and "ask for justice from the Emperor", 


confident she would receive her fair share of her father's 
wealth. 
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